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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As part of the AMIS Secretariat, the OECD and WTO have the pleasure of sharing with you our experiences in 
interagency collaboration for policy monitoring. Specifically, the policy information that we collect for AMIS 
is published in two different outlets:  
 
1. Descriptive outlet: the policy development section in the AMIS Market Monitor  

http://www.amis-outlook.org/amis-monitoring/monthly-report/en/  

2. Database outlet: AMIS Policy Database  

http://statistics.amis-outlook.org/policy/  

 
1. Policy development section in the AMIS Market Monitor 
The policy development section is one to two pages long. Recent policy developments are described in a few 

sentences, and this information is organized by commodity and by country. The process of putting this 

section together is an example of how the different agencies collaborate for AMIS in their policy monitoring 

activities. 

OECD and WTO take the lead in providing a first draft. The information is gathered mostly from different 

news outlets. This first draft is then sent to our colleagues in FAO and IGC, who provide expert feedback and 

do additional cross-checking. Often, there will be several email exchanges between a list of people at OECD, 

WTO, FAO and IGC. Then, a version is prepared that goes into the draft of the Monthly Monitor, which is 

sent to all the International Organizations for feedback. Any remaining comments are incorporated, and the 

Monitor is finally published.  

 
2. AMIS Policy Database  
The policy information in the Market Monitor is descriptive and is very useful to give an update on recent 

policy developments. However, it is a difficult to use this qualitative information for analysis, e.g. to examine 

the impact of policies on price volatility or to compare the evolution of a specific policy over time in several 

countries. This is why we decided to also create the AMIS Policy Database.  

In the AMIS Policy Database we collect information on trade measures and domestic measures related to the 

four AMIS crops (wheat, maize, rice, and soybeans) as well as on biofuel policies. The advantages and 

novelties of this database are: (i) to present qualitative policy information in a quantitative way, which is 

useful for any quantitative analysis; (ii) to track the evolution of a specific policy in a particular country over 
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time and compare policies across countries; (iii) foster interagency collaboration and information exchange 

in the development and publishing of the database.  

Specifically, OECD collects information on export restrictions, biofuel policies and producer and consumer 

support policies. WTO provides information on import tariffs, tariff quotas and export subsidies. Each of 

these datasets uses different methodologies, so the integration of the different datasets into the AMIS Policy 

Database required the harmonisation in structure, nomenclature, description, units, and policy and 

commodity classifications. The rigorous harmonisation process led to the design of a database structure that 

integrates the datasets and allows for comparisons across commodities, across policies and across the AMIS 

countries for selected periods of time.  

Once the database was developed, it was published online. Together with the IT team of FAO, an online tool 

was developed which allows users to query and download the database. The database was officially 

launched in October 2015 and everyone can now access this database online. 

The development of the database and the online tool went through several rounds of evaluation. During the 

meetings of the Information Group of AMIS, we presented several versions of the database and online tool, 

and we organized workshops during which we asked the focal points and other International Organizations 

for feedback.  

Over the past five years, the International Organizations forming the AMIS Secretariat have been working 
closely together to monitor and publish policy information for AMIS. Going forward, we would like to also 
invite countries to participate in this process. We strongly believe that our policy monitoring and publishing 
efforts could greatly benefit from the inputs of the different countries, which are very well placed to report 
new developments or cross-check developments. 

Thank you for your attention. 


