
Supply & Demand Balances 

Brief Glossary 

 
Products 
Wheat, Maize, Rice and Soybeans 
 
Units 
Production: 1000 metric tonnes 

Area: 1000 hectares (ha) 

Yields: kg/ha 

 
Total Supply= Opening Stocks + Production +Imports (national 
marketing year) 
 
Opening Stocks  
Quantity of stocks held at the beginning of the marketing year. The definition of opening 
stocks should be comprehensive and include stocks held at all levels within the food 
system (from on-farm to strategic reserves stocks). The opening stock for one year 
should be the same as the closing stock of the previous year.  
Opening stocks may include: 

• public sector working stocks, buffer stocks, food security reserves, relief sector 
stocks; 

• private stocks including on-farm and miller/trader stocks; 
• all commercially-imported foods in store, at port or in domestic transit at the 

beginning of the new year. 
 
Production 
Production harvested, or expected to be harvested, over the full twelve months of the 
marketing year. It refers to the full amount of the harvest before any deductions are 
taken for post-harvest losses, seed use, etc.   
 
Imports 
Usually divided into two categories: commercial and food aid. Commercial imports 
consist primarily of imports that are financed directly by the recipient country. Food aid 
consists of imports that are financed by a donor country or organization. When 
reporting imports, particular care should be given to the following points:  

• Imports on national marketing year basis: a twelve month period starting 
with the harvest of the main crop of the season.  

• Imports for global analysis: July/June is the standardization method for trade 
comparison between countries for wheat and coarse grains. For rice it is calendar 
(January-December) and for soybean October/September. 

 
 



Total Utilization= Domestic utilization (human consumption + animal 
feed + other uses)+ Exports (national marketing year) + Ending Stocks 

Domestic Utilization 
Quantity needed for human consumption, animal feed and other uses. Other uses include 
seed, industrial use (for products and not for human consumption) and post-harvest 
losses.  

• Human Consumption: quantity of product processed or unprocessed for human 
consumption.  

• Animal Feed: raw and processed product used to feed animals directly or 
indirectly by the feedstuff industry.  

• Seed: quantity of product used for the planting of the following production cycle. 
• Industrial use: quantity used by industry for products intended neither for 

human consumption nor for feed. It includes industrial starch, biofuels, etc. 
• Post-Harvest Losses: includes losses incurred after harvest, from sorting, waste, 

storage, transport, packing, etc.  

Exports 
Usually divided into two categories: commercial and food aid. When reporting imports, 
particular care should be given to the following points: 

• Exports on national marketing year basis: a twelve month period starting with 
the harvest of the main crop of the season. 

• Exports for global analysis: July/June is the standardization method for trade 
comparison between countries for wheat and coarse grains. For rice it is calendar 
(January-December) and for soybean October/September. 

Ending Stocks 
A projection of stock levels at the end of the marketing year. It includes public stocks 
(marketing board, national security stocks) and private stocks (traders, farmers).  
 
Per Caput Food Use (kg/year) 
Calculated as follows: Food use / Population. It is expressed in kg per year.  
 
Auxiliary Data 

• Planted Area (000 ha): refers to the area seeded over the crop year. 
• Harvested Area (000 ha): refers to the area actually harvested. 
• Yields (Kg/ha): refers to the actual whole grain yield obtained at harvest time 

net of losses incurred during harvesting and threshing. Usually calculated per 
unit of area harvested.  

• Population (million): population within the geographical boundaries of the 
country in question at the mid-point of the reference period. Refers to the 
number of individuals actually partaking of the food supplies during the 
reference period, taking into account migrants, tourists and refugees. 


