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• Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Overview and 
Reports

• Provides statistics that help Canadians better understand their country: 
population, resources, economy, society and culture.

• Conducts a Census every five years and about 350 active surveys on 
virtually all aspects of Canadian life.

• In Canada, providing statistics is a federal responsibility.  

Statistics Canada (STC) Overview
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• As Canada’s central statistical office, STC is legislated to serve this 
function for the whole of Canada and each of the provinces and 
territories.

 Mandatory under the Statistics Act.

• Committed to protecting the confidentiality of all information and to 
ensuring that the information delivered is timely and relevant to 
Canadians.

• STC releases eight publications under the Field Crop Reporting Series
at strategic points during the crop year detailing farm and commercial 
stocks of grain, crop area, yield and production.  

• Surveys under the Field Crop Reporting Series are mandatory because 
of its vital role in monitoring the agricultural economy. 

Statistics Canada – Field Crop Reporting Series
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• STC (under the Statistics Act) is prohibited from releasing any 
information that could identify individuals, businesses or households.

• The Field Crop Reporting Series can be found at:   
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?lang=eng&catno=22-
002-XIB.

Statistics Canada – Field Crop Reporting Series

Report Number and Title 2012 Release Dates

1 Stocks of Principal Field Crops at December 31, 2010 February 4

2 March Intentions of Principal Field Crop Areas April 26

3 Stocks of Principal Field Crops at March 31, 2011 May 6

4 Preliminary Estimates of Principal Field Crop Areas June 23

5 July 31 Estimates of Production of Principal Field Crops August 24

6 Stocks of Principal Field Crops at July 31 2011 September 7
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6 Stocks of Principal Field Crops at July 31, 2011 September 7

7 September Estimates of Production of Principal Field Crops October 4

8 November Estimates of Production of Principal Field Crops December 6

• Sample sizes vary:
• 10,560 farms for the December 2011 stocks survey.
• 28,600 farms for the November 2011 yield and production survey.
• 14,100 farms for the September 2011 seeded area survey

• AAFC provides nearly $261,000 per year to the improvement of special crops 
production data through Interdepartmental Letter of Agreement (2009/10 to 
2013/14).

• Approximately $96,000 per year to expand stock data to include special crops.

• Stocks: farm-held stocks at the provincial level and farm-held plus commercial 
stocks at the national level.  These reports are released three times per year.

 Wheat, oats, flaxseed, canola, corn, barley, rye, soybeans, dry peas, lentils, mustard 
seed, canary seed, sunflower seed and chick peas.

• Seeded area: two area reports with the first one containing data on the 
planting intentions of producers released in April while the June estimates are 
made after most of the seeding has bee completed.  

Statistics Canada – Field Crop Reporting Series
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 Wheat, oats, barley, rye, flaxseed, canola, corn, soybeans, dry peas, summerfallow, 
coloured dry beans, mixed grains, lentils, mustard seed, canary seed, chick peas, 
triticale and sunflower seed.

• Yield and production: Yields and production levels by province are estimated 
before harvest, during harvest and after harvest.  Early reports provide the 
estimates, while the November figures are released after the harvest.  

 Wheat, oats, barley, rye, flaxseed, canola, corn, soybeans, canola, sunflower seeds, 
dry white beans, dry coloured beans, dry peas, lentils, chick peas, summerfallow, 
mixed grains, mustard seed and canary seed.
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Statistics Canada – Field Crop Reporting Series
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Statistics Canada – Field Crop Reporting Series
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• All personal information created, held or collected by STC is protected 
by the Privacy Act and by the Statistics Act.  

• STC also exercises disclosure controls e.g. does not publish data if 
there are fewer than three companies. They conduct privacy impact 
assessments, which assess and evaluate privacy, confidentiality or 
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Statistics Canada – Field Crop Reporting Series
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security risks associated with the collection, use or disclosure of 
personal information and to develop measures intended to mitigate 
and, wherever possible, eliminate identified risks.  

• The CCAP is developed and maintained by STC. 

• AAFC and STC provide this product free of charge to the public-at-large. 

• The CCAP is the longest running, continuous crop monitoring program using Earth 
Observation data in Canadian history.

• A web mapping application that displays current (near real-time) and past (historic) 
cropland and pasture growing conditions. 

Statistics Canada – Crop Conditions Assessment Program (CCAP)
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• Data from 1987 to present.

• Internet application since 2000.

• Objective, reliable, high-quality and timely indicator of crop and pasture 
conditions across Canada .

• 25 years of historical data.

• No response burden on farmers .

Statistics Canada – Crop Conditions Assessment Program (CCAP)
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• Weekly updates from April to October .

• Accessible to all

 http://www26.statcan.ca/ccap-peec/start-debut-eng.jsp

Applications:

• Federal, Provincial, Municipal governments use the CCAP for decision making processes.

• Grain marketing institutes use the CCAP to monitor and evaluate the potential production 
as part of a decision making process for buying or selling future contracts.

• Farmers monitor conditions for their business management decisions.

Statistics Canada – Crop Conditions Assessment Program (CCAP)
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• Alberta Crop Insurance Corporation uses the NDVI values as part of a well-established 
crop insurance program for pasture insurance.

• Yield models within CCAP.

• Demands by private industry, grain marketing agencies, agri-business, and governments 
to produce accurate, timely production estimates well in advance of statistical survey 
estimates, have encouraged CCAP to include an experimental spring wheat, durum wheat, 
barley, and canola yield forecasts for western Canada as a useful tool for making 
management decisions.
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Statistics Canada – Cereals and Oilseeds Review
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Statistics Canada – Cereals and Oilseeds Review
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• Monthly publication provides current grain marketing data and analysis for 
wheat, coarse grains, oilseeds and special crops. 

• Used as a source of up-to-date information by grain analysts, traders, agri-
business and the farm community.

• Domestic and international supply and disposition tables are available along 
with data on exports of grain and grain products oilseed crushing and grain

Statistics Canada – Cereals and  Oilseeds Review
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with data on exports of grain and grain products, oilseed crushing and grain 
milling, and cash and future prices. 

• A monthly situation report also provides industry highlights.  

• Some issues contain annual supplementary data on prices, processing, 
methodology and concepts, feed grain purchases and grain storage and 
movement. 

• The Cereal and Oilseeds Review can be found at: 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=22-007-XWE&lang=eng. 

• The CGC is a federal government agency. 

• It regulates Canada’s grain handling industry through grain quality and 
quantity assurance programs and is the official certifier of Canadian 
grain. 

• The CGC certifies the quality, safety and weight of Canadian grain that 
is delivered to domestic and export markets To do this it:

Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) - Overview
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is delivered to domestic and export markets. To do this, it:

• Carries out scientific research to understand all aspects of grain quality 
and grain safety and to support the grain grading system

• The CGC protects the rights of Canadian grain producers when they 
deliver their grain to licensed grain handling companies and grain 
dealers.

• The CGC’s Statistics Unit makes available to the public, current and 
historical statistics on the movement of principal grains and oilseeds 
from Canadian farms for domestic processing and exports, commercial 
stocks, and grain prices and feed grain handlings.

• These statistics are released on a weekly basis and cover the following

Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) - Reports
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• These statistics are released on a weekly basis and cover the following 
grains: wheat, oats, barley, corn and rye.

• Commercial stocks for these grains are available by primary elevator, 
process elevator, and by terminal as well as grain in-transit.  

• Grain Elevators in Canada offers lists and summaries of licensed elevators and their 
storage capacity, and licensed grain dealers.

• Canadian Grain Exports is an annual review of Canadian exports of grain and wheat flour 
by crop year. Data is available from the 1997-1998 crop year onward.

• Exports of Canadian Grain and Wheat Flour is a monthly and crop year to-date review of 
grains, oilseeds and wheat flour exported to international markets.  Data is available from 
2004 onward

Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) - Reports
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2004 onward. 

• Grain Deliveries at Prairie Points is a detailed summary of grain and oilseed deliveries by 
shipping point. Data is available from the 1997-1998 crop year onward.

• Grain Statistics Weekly is a weekly and crop year to-date report on: The movement of 
principal grains and oilseeds from Canadian farms for domestic processing and exports, 
stocks in commercial facilities and grain prices and feed grain handlings.

• These reports can be found at: http://www.grainscanada.gc.ca/statistics-statistiques/sim-
rsm-eng.htm.
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Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) - Reports
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Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) - Reports
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• AAFC provides information, research and technology, and 
policies and programs to achieve:

 an environmentally sustainable agriculture, agri-food 
and agri-based products sector

 a competitive agriculture, agri-food and agri-based 
products sector that proactively manages risk and

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) - Overview
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products sector that proactively manages risk and,
 an innovative agriculture, agri-food and agri-based 

products sector.

• Data and information are key departmental assets.

• AAFC makes available crop market information and 
analyses within the Department and to stakeholders 
including the public.

• AAFC’s Market Analysis Group publishes monthly short-term 
market analysis forecasts on the supply and disposition of 
Canada’s major grains oilseeds and special crops

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) - Reports
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Canada’s major grains, oilseeds and special crops. 
 Grains and Oilseeds Outlook (public)

 Pulse and Special Crops Outlook (public)
Weekly Grain Market Update (internal)

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) - Reports

Grains and Oilseeds Outlook
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Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) - Reports

Weekly Grain Market Update
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Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) - Reports

Food and Agriculture Regional Model (FARM)

• FARM is a partial equilibrium econometric model of the Canadian agricultural sector that 
has been developed and maintained by AAFC for more than 20 years.

• This model includes S&D of the main agricultural commodities in Canada: grains & 
oilseeds, biofuels, livestock and supply managed commodities. It also includes aggregate 
indicators such as FIPI, CPI and value of trade.

• FARM is used every year to produce the Medium Term Outlook for Canadian agriculture
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FARM is used every year to produce the Medium Term Outlook for Canadian agriculture 
which is a 10 year projection based on current policies and market conditions. This 
outlook is used as a baseline against which alternative scenarios are compared.

• Since most Canadian agricultural sectors are well integrated to world markets, world 
price projections are needed to run FARM.

• International projections are obtained from simulations with the AGLINK/COSIMO world 
agricultural market model which has been developed over the years by the OECD and 
FAO.

• AAFC’s collaborative work with these international organizations allows AAFC to have 
access to AGLINK which is used annually to produce the OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) - Reports

Agricultural & Environmental Policy Analysis Section (CRAM)

• CRAM is a sector equilibrium model for Canadian agriculture which is disaggregated 
across both commodities and space.

• CRAM it a static non-linear optimization model maximizing producer plus consumer 
surplus less transportation and handling costs. It allows for both inter-provincial and 
international trade in primary and processed products. The basic commodity coverage is 
grains and oilseeds forage beef hogs dairy and poultry (horticulture is excluded)
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grains and oilseeds, forage, beef, hogs, dairy and poultry (horticulture is excluded).

• Government policies are incorporated through direct payments, and indirectly through 
policies such as supply management and subsidized input costs.

• Spatial features of the model include livestock at the provincial level and crop 
production divided into a total of 55 regions based on Census of Agriculture boundaries.

•The regional desegregation of demand varies by commodity. Structurally, demand can 
be specified at the provincial level, national level, for various US markets, for specific 
foreign countries, and for the rest of the world.

Conclusion

• Canada has among the best data collection and reporting systems through institutions 
like Statistics Canada and the Canadian Grain Commission.  

• Canada would be well positioned to offer data and expertise to AMIS. 

• Canada strongly supports efforts to enhance the transparency and availability of 
agricultural data from participating countries.
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• Canada looks forward to working with AMIS colleagues to advance on this initiative.


